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	Unit 8.1: Analyzing Characters’ Decisions
English as a Second Language

Sample Lesson – Essay Writing



Writing

· Writing an effective thesis
· Review the definition of a thesis

· Show students key words to start a thesis (through, while, because, although)
· Review thesis examples: 

· Story: “The Three Pigs”
· Example: “Because the three pigs were initially very excited to be out on their own, it took them being in great danger and losing their home to convince them that hard work pays off and requires sacrifice.”
· Have students rewrite the thesis examples using a different key word to start the thesis.

· Have students create their own theses for their reading responses to the story, “The Window.”
· Introductory paragraphs 
· Review the purpose of the introductory paragraph (brief summary of major events).

· Have students practice summarizing by completing the following prompts several times to identify the main event to include in their introductory paragraph. 
· Somebody wanted…
· But…
· So…
· Body paragraphs 
· Review purpose of body-paragraphs.

· Have students practice gathering details by each making a T-chart. On the left side, have them place the event or decision in the story. On the right side, have them write details about the event or decision (See Attachment: 8.1 Graphic Organizer – T Chart).
· Concluding paragraph 
· Review purpose of concluding paragraph (to make generalizations).

· Strategies for making generalizations:
· While reading a story, have each student write a one-sentence summary at the end of each paragraph. 
· After students finish reading a story, have them draw a picture of the story. 
· Divide students into groups and ask each group to create a tableau of an event from the story. A tableau must represent a single moment in time.
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